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RACE OF QUAIL 



A Y. cent collecting trip by Chester C. Lamb to Sierra 
i otosi ill central-west Nuevo Leon resulted in the discovery 
ot an unusual new species of parrot, which is herewith de- 
scribed : 

Itiiynchopsitta terrisi, 2 sp. nov. 

Maroon-fronted Parrot 

Type. Male adult in worn breeding plumage (sex organs enlarged)- 
number 4249a collection of Robert T. Moore; Sierra Potosi, Nuevo Leon, 
Lamb ’ alt ‘ tude about 7500 fee O JuI J' 8 , 1946 ; collected by Chester C. 

Specific characters - Although differing markedly both in pattern and 
coloration tvomShynchopsitta pachyrhyncha (Swainson), it. is nearest to 
m, lp- P i? 0les ’ (ilffenilg 111 lacking entirely the large yellow patch on the 
“! d ®\ w f°T tS ’ "* hlch ’ iustead > is dark brownish gray with an 
A;, C ‘ 3 S V ^ le '! ead aud s,1 P e rcilhary region entirely different— Hav’s 
Maioon to Hay s Brown instead of poppy red, not extending posteriorly 
so far on crown; anterior lesser wing coverts much darker red, between 
Caimine and Ox Blood Red; small area in front of bare orbital space 
“ C p ,or as forehead; red on carpometacarpal region much darker, 
.about Garnet Brown; the entire green of upper and under parts very 
much darker, about Cosse Green, iridescent; size considerably larger 
ahniu fifl darker ’ abo ? t C ? sse Gr een, iridescent; size considerably larger, 
wW ' Pe A Cent 1,1 Wlug > twelve Per'eent in tarsus and toes and some- 

riiffilti S ln ° the . r measurements. The sexes are the same, except for 
slightly smaller size in the females. F 

0Jl!j ; fr - 0m tW0 , areas in the Siei ™ Madre de Occidental 
! Luevo Leon, namely, the Sierra Potosi at about 7500 feet 

^M^Vu^LeSn! 4 eleVatl ° n> aPP1 ° XimatCly Six “ iles soutb ’ 

Measurements . Average of three males: Wing 23S.8, Tail 190.5 Ex- 

TVl' d l so UUI t" 42 ’°j, T, a I sus 23 ‘ 6 millimeters. One female: Wing,' 283.4, 

Tail 189.1, Exposed Culmen 41.0, Tarsus 22.6 millimeters 

Specimens examined.- terrisi- Nuevo Leon: Sierra Potosi 1 g (type), 

Lnth„wn,-. : i mi ‘ S0 T ut,least Galeana 2 5 (July 21); pachyrhyncha— 

southwest Chihuahua: Laguna Jnanota $, Mt. Mohinora 1 J 2 9 Los 

lections 2 ^ ’ MlC 10aca “ : IJauel '° La Cof radia 1 <J —all in Moore Col- 
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Remarks. — Although this species has the generic characters of the genus 
Rhynehopsitta, it differs deeidely from Rhynehopsitta paehyrhyncha in 
coloration and has a different color pattern, lacking entirely the least 
suggestion of the large yellow patch of the under wing or the spot of 
color, different from the forehead, in front of the bare orbital space, so 
characteristic of paehyrhyncha. 

The male type had the sex organs fully enlarged, as well as one of the 
males taken at a collecting station six miles southeast of Galeana, Nuevo 
Leon. 

Lor some time I have known that the range of Lophortyx gambelii 
extends much farther south than has been mentioned in literature, reach- 
ing latitude 25° and almost to the vicinity of Culiacan, the capital of 
the state of Sinaloa. There is now in the Moore Collection an adequate 
number of specimens taken south of the Rio Sinaloa, to indicate that 
the birds south of this river represent an undescribed, terminal race, to 
which I herewith give a name: 

Lophortyx gambelii friedmann , 4 subsp. nov. 

Sinaloa Quail 

Type. — Male adult; number 8769, Collection of Robert T. Moore; 
Reforma, Sinaloa, Mexico; sea level, April 13, 1934, collected by Chester 
C. Lamb. 

Subspecific characters. — Nearest to Lophortyx gambelii fulvipeetus 
(Nelson) of southwestern Sonora, but differs from it in having the 
forehead with much fewer streaks of white, this area in some individuals 
being pure black; Hessian Brown streaks on nape and sides of neck more 
conspicuous; large patch on upper abdomen darker, being Warm Buff in- 
stead of Light Buff; streaks on under tail coverts considerably darker 
and browner, being definitely dark brown instead of gray slate color; 
middle of back darker, more olive-brown, instead of gray with a faint 
tinge of olive. It differs from true gambelii of southern United States 
in the same characters but to a greater degree and is a darker bird than 
fulvipeetus , instead of much paler as is true of pembertoni of Tiburdn 
Island, Sonora. 

Two birds from near Thome in extreme northeastern Sinaloa just south 
of the Rio Fuerte, seem to be intergrades with fulvipectus , but nearer to 
frietlmanni ; one of these birds has an almost pure black forehead. 
Range. — Entirely in the Sinaloa Coastal Faunal District of Sinaloa 
from Eeforma in the south and probably from the Culiacan River north 
to the Rio Fuerte. 

Specimens examined . — fried manni — Sinaloa: 8 $ 2$; fulvipeetus — 
southwestern Sonora: 6$ 2 9 — all in Moore Collections; also all the 
specimens in the Dickey Collection, University of California at Los 
Angeles; gambelii — southern Arizona: Fresnal 2 $ 1 9 — in Moore Col- 
lections; also a large series in eastern museums, not all compared at the 
same time. 

Remarks. — The habitat of this form covers part of the Lower Arid 
Tropical Zone of Sinaloa, which, however, has considerably more annual 
rainfall than that of southwestern Sonora, the habitat of fulvipeetus. 
The rainfall in this area averages nearly twenty inches annually, instead 
of about three to ten inches in southwestern Sonora. The females differ 
in the same characters as the males, but the foreheads are almost solid 
brown instead of streaked gray and brown and the lower throat is darker. 



4 1 take great pleasure in naming this new form for Pr. Herbert Friedmann, 
Curator of Birds of the United States National Museum, as a tribute to the work 
he has done on the genus Lophortyx. 



